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c.) Amendments to the Claims. 

Claim i. (currently amended) A elasp comprising: 

a hook portion Formed from a first section, a second section coupled pemendiciilarly to 
■d I'lrbi end of the firsl section in a tlrsi direction, and n third section coupled perpendicularly to a 
fii-st end of tiie second section and parallel to the first section ; 

a grip poriion adjiiee nt to the hook portion having a first end adjacent to and coaxial 
with the second section : and 

an attachment poition having a fir st end c oupled to a second end of the grip portion and 
a second end coupled, in a second direction opposite from the fii-st direction, to the second end 
of the first section, wherein theattachment portion and the grip portion are interconnected[[;]] 

wh erein the h eefe- per ti en - i s form e d f i :t3m multiple straight sec tie H s- and - inc - lu des-a-fest 
stfaigte^eetie n, a second gtroight s e ction and a tlxird straight section, wherein the first ntraiglht 
Bgction ' is connected to and porp eft diouiar with the sBCond stmight soction-an d^ ti e second stmigh t 
seetieFH^eeFffi ected to and p eepe ndieulaf : whh the diird straight section, otvd sa M-feeak 
pOi ' t^oR r wh e n attached to -a-eenft ccting surfae e v spreads force applied by the hook portion 


Claim 2. (currently amended) The clasp of claim 1, further comprising a cord attached at one 
terminus of said cord to the eefd attachment portion, 

Claim 3. (original) The clasp of claim 2, fluther comprising a second dasp attached to another 
lemi inus of said cord. 

Claim 4. (original) The clasp of claim 2, wherein the cord is stretchable- 

Claim 5. (preyiously presented) Tihe clasp of cfeim I , wherein the giip portion is ergonomically 
molded. 

Claim 6v (original) Tlie clasp of claim 1, wherein the first section is longer than the second 
section, 
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Claim 7. {original) The ciasp of Glaim 1, wherein the second secfc^^ 
seetidn. 

Claim 8. {previously presented) The ciasp of claim 1 ^ wherein siaWfn-st,sec^ 
sections are in the same two-dimensionai plane. 

Claim 9> (previously presented) The elasp of claim l , whereiri at least fovo of said first, second and 
third sections are in parallel twO'diniensiGnal planes. 

Claim IQ. (canceled). 

Claim 1 1 , (currently amended) The elasp of claim [[43]] 17, wherein the single shaped rod is 
rounded. 

Claim 12. (original) The clasp ofclaim 1, wherein the clasp is comprised of a material seleclsd 
from the group consisting of a metal alloy, aluminum, brass, hardened plastic, steel, titanium, 
and cMiMnWibnsthereof, 

Claim 13, (previously presented) The clasp ofclaim I, wheremtheclaspis com prised of steel w 
aluminum. 

Claim 14. (previously presented) Tlie clasp of claim ^, wherein the grip portion is ergonomically 
molded as a curved, rounded rod. 

Claim 15. (original) The clasp of claim !> wherein a pinch section sepattites 
portion from the attachment portion. 

Claim 1 6. (previously presented) The clasp ofclaim 15, wherein tlie pinch section 
prevents a cord attached to the attachment portion from entering the grip portion. 
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Ciaim 17. {currently amended) The clasp of claim I, wherein the First sectioq is attached 

t e - grip p ertle ft the clasp is formed irorn a single rod. 

Claim 18. (currenUy amended) The clasp of ciaim I, wherein the clasp secures equipment 
to [[the]] a.vehicie. 

Claim 19. (previously presented) The clasp of claim 1 , wlierein the clasp attaches to a rack 
of a vehicle and is capable of securing equipment to the vehicle. 

Claim 20. (origiital) Hie clasp of claim 19, wherein the equipment comprises a ladder. 

Clainis 21 -24. {0anceled) 

Claim 25, (eurcently artiended) The device [[22]] 44, wherein each elasp is fbmied 

from a shaped^ single, rounded rod the First sectidn is attached to the grip p eytiew. 

Claim 26- (currently amended) The device oFclaim [[22]] 44. wlierein the cord is a bungee cord. 

Claim 27, (currently amended) 'Hie device of claim [[22] J 2S,\viiq^^ rpiinded 
ixkj of each elasp is compH-ised of a material selected from the group consisting of a metal 
a.|lay, altiminum, bi^tss, hardened plastiG, steel, titatituiti, arid cottibitiatiohs thereof^ 

Claims 28 - 29. (canceled) 

Claim 30. (currently ameitdgdj The device of claim [[22]] 44, wtereiii the deviee Secures 
equipment to a vehicle. 

Claim 3 1 ■ (currently amended) The device of claim [[22]] 30, wherein the device attaches to a 
rack on the vehicle. 
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Claim 32. (previously pfesented) Tlie device oFclaim 30, wliereiri the equiiMiient contprises a 
ladder. 

Claims 33. - 43, (canceled). 

Claim 44, (new) A retaining device, comprising: 
two clasps, wherein each clasp iRcom|irised of: 

a hook portion ibrmed fi-oni a first section, a second section coupled 
perpendieularly to a first end of ttie first section in a first; directjoHv and a third section 
GOMpled perpmdicularly to a first end; of the second section and parallel to the first 
portion; 

a grip portion having a first end adjacent to and coaxial with tiie second sectioti; 

and 

an attachment portion having a first end coupled to a second end of the grip 
portion and a second end coupled, in a second direction opposite from the; first direction, 
to the second end of the first section, wherein the attachment portion and the grip 
portion are interconnected; and 

a cord, wherein a first, end of the cord is coupled to the grip portion ofa first elasp and 
the second end of the cord is coupled to the grip portion of a second clasp. 
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